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NETS 2015: 

The Learning Never Stops 

Registrations are open: don’t delay! 

Î 26th - 28th August 2015 

Î University of Otago, Dunedin 

Presentations will cover plant and animal pest management, including research 

findings, field operations, policy, data and pest pathway topics.  

Vertebrate pest content will include: spatial data modelling, community outreach, 

new technologies including traps and poisons, and monitoring techniques.  

Choose from five field trip options to nearby coastal, harbour and inland areas to 

see examples of natural and historic areas and restoration projects involving bio-

security input, or enter the annual clay shooting competition. 

Online registrations: Early Bird rates are available if you register on or before 30th 

June 2015.  Special accommodation rates are available at venues in walking dis-

tance of the venue.  

CSL Licensing Training Day 2015 

This special one-day training course will be held on the day preceding NETS2015 

to make it easy to attend both events.  

If you need to obtain a new Controlled Substances Licence for handling VTAs 

(vertebrate toxic agents) or to renew your existing licence, this course is for you. It 

will be run by a qualified Trainer and Test Certifier and will cover the main VTAs 

used in pest animal control. Some pre-course study will be required. 

Î Tuesday 25th August (the day before NETS2015 starts) 

Î 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Î St David seminar rooms 3 & 4, Otago University 

Costs are expected to be around $160. For more information or to register, please 

contact Maurice Kennedy at NPCA.  
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NPCA provides a forum for 

agencies and stakeholders 

involved in vertebrate pest 

control to co-operatively address 

industry issues, share infor-

mation, develop best practice 

and promote training and pro-

fessional development.  

Any individual or organisation 

engaged in the vertebrate pest 

control industry is eligible for 

membership. 

NPCA is run by a management  

committee of six people and a 

National Co-ordinator. 

Management committee:  

Steve Ellis (Chairperson), 

Local Government New Zealand 

Matthew Hickson, OSPRI New 

Zealand 

Bruce Warburton, Landcare  

Research 

Martin Brenstrum, Contractor 

Sherman Smith, Ministry for  

Primary Industries 

Nick Poutu, Department of  

Conservation 

National Coordinator:  

Maurice Kennedy 

Otago University. Photo http://www.physics.otago.ac.nz/data/fox/SUQ13/ 

http://biosecurity.org.nz/nets/nets2015-registration-form-early-bird/
http://biosecurity.org.nz/nets/next-nets/
mailto:npca@xtra.co.nz?subject=CSL%20Training%20Course%202015
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Pest Control  
Education Trust 

On behalf of its member organi-

sations,  NPCA has contributed 

$10,000 to the Pest  

Control Education Trust. The 

Trust is jointly run by Forest & 

Bird and Federated Farmers 

for the purpose of: 

óFostering public understand-

ing of the importance of con-

trolling introduced animal 

pests in New Zealand.ô 

It is an adjunct to ó1080 The 

Factsô, the joint project the 

two organisations initiated to 

combat misinformation about 

1080 and communicate cor-

rect facts to the widest audi-

ence possible. 

NPCA is facilitating the collec-

tion of various funding grants  

to go to the trust. 

For more information about 

the trust see: 

1080 the Facts 

Pest Control Education Trust 

 

 

New CEO at  
OSPRI  

Michelle Edge became OS-

PRIôs new Chief Executive in 

May, taking over from William 

McCook who was in the role 

for twelve years. 

Michelleôs career to date has 

spanned experience in scien-

tific research, government 

regulation, policy and industry 

organisations in the Australian 

agricultural sector.  

Self-resetting Traps  
Results of field trials show good progress so far on developing self-resetting traps 

that can add a cost-effective, toxin-free option to the pest control toolbox. 

Goodnature Ltd, supported by DOC, has developed two self-resetting traps: the 

A12 for controlling possums and the A24 for controlling rats and stoats, as well as 

lures for use with the traps. 

The traps humanely kill individual animals by striking the animalôs skull with a 

mechanism powered by compressed carbon dioxide. The animal drops away from 

the trap, which automatically resets.  

A key objective in developing self-resetting traps, together with long-life lures, is to 

reduce the frequency of field servicing visits, thereby saving on labour costs whilst 

also achieving constant, effective pest control over given areas. Critical factors in 

the design are, therefore, robust construction, reliability of the traps and the effec-

tive life of the lure. These also determine whether the traps are available to the 

target predators at all times and underpin the spacing of the devices.  

The traps are being tested over a four-year period by DOC and other users during 

operational use on a variety of pest control projects. Goodnature is using the feed-

back to further improve their traps and for continuous improvement of their lures. 

The results to date are summarised below. 

Trial results and best practice advice 

Although early versions of the Goodnature traps were shown in initial DOC trials to 

have mechanical reliability issues, formal DOC trialling of versions made since 

2013 have shown them to have good reliability to six months, which is the recom-

mended gas refresh period. DOC also commissioned an independent engineering 

assessment in early 2014, which concluded the operating principle of the A24 trap 

was robust and well resolved.  

As well as the trapsô effectiveness, the cost-effectiveness of self-resetting traps as 

a pest management option is dependent on a number of variables, including: the 

pricing of the traps and of alternatives; the required density of devices; the site-

specific considerations such as topography; and the impact of labour costs on 

available resources. The tools appropriate to every project should be considered 

on a case by case basis. 

The following best practice is currently recommended from the results of DOCôs 

formal trialling.  

The A24 possum trap, test model with clear shroud: the CO2 canister (far left) pow-
ers an internal self-resetting bolt that will deliver a fatal blow to the animal.  

http://www.1080facts.co.nz/
http://www.1080facts.co.nz/about-the-trust.html
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1. A12 traps can effectively and humanely control possums where the pos-

sum population is of moderate to low density, when set out at approximate-

ly 1 trap per hectare, with the lure refreshed monthly as recommended. 

2. A24 traps have proven humane and very effective in controlling rats when 

set at 2.3 – 5 traps per ha using Goodnatureôs óRat Luresô, refreshed 

monthly as recommended. 

3. A24 traps will humanely kill stoats. However, stoat lures limit their effective-

ness. Development of stoat lures is ongoing and latest formulations by 

Goodnature and Connovation (Erayz) show promise, but further trialling is 

required before DOC should consider self-resetting traps and lures effec-

tive for stoats. 

Further The Goodnature self-resetting traps can be considered a reliable and ef-

fective tool for controlling rats and possums, when the above protocols for traps 

and lures are followed.  

Improvement is needed in stoat lures before self-resetting traps can be recom-

mended for stoats. 

 

 

Source: Department of Conservation.  Illustrations: http://www.goodnature.co.nz 

Rats and possums were successfully eradicated from 64-hectare Native Island (left) 
in one of the Goodnature/DOC trials. The map (right) shows the layout of the A24 
rat traps at 50-metre intervals on lines 100m apart. The trap network remains in 
place to prevent reinvasion, which is very likely, given the mere 30 metres that 
separates the island from Stewart Island 

Work Safe  

Reminder: the WorkSafe web-

site is a useful source of guid-

ance on good work practices, 

including: 

Working Safely in Animal Pest 

Control: Working with Verte-

brate Toxic Agents. 

 

 

 

Product  
suppliers 

NPCA lists vertebrate pest 

control product suppliers on 

its website.  

We recently checked and 

updated the existing listings 

but, if you are a supplier, 

please check that your listing 

is correct or send in details if 

you are not listed. 

See Resources / Product 

Suppliers on the NPCA web-

site.  

Changes to the Animal Welfare 
Act 
The Animal Welfare Act 1999 was amended in May 2015 to clarify that acts of 

wilful or reckless ill-treatment in hunting and killing (including pest management) 

can be prosecuted as an offence.  

It is a defence if the conduct is, or is part of, ógenerally accepted practice in New 

Zealandô. The National Animal Welfare Advisory Committee is discussing what 

ógenerally accepted practiceô means with the NPCA, DOC, Pest Management 

Association of New Zealand, and others.  

NPCA already develops best practice guidance for pest management, and is 

looking at what else might be needed now. 

 

http://www.business.govt.nz/worksafe/information-guidance/all-guidance-items/hsno/guidance-docs-epa/working-safely-in-animal-pest-control-1.9mb-pdf
http://www.business.govt.nz/worksafe/information-guidance/all-guidance-items/hsno/guidance-docs-epa/working-safely-in-animal-pest-control-1.9mb-pdf
http://www.business.govt.nz/worksafe/information-guidance/all-guidance-items/hsno/guidance-docs-epa/working-safely-in-animal-pest-control-1.9mb-pdf
http://www.npca.org.nz/index.php/product-suppliers
http://www.npca.org.nz/index.php/product-suppliers
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Wallaby impacts review 
The current and predicted risks of feral wallaby impacts on 

primary industries and native ecosystems in New Zealand are 

currently being assessed to inform decisions on how wallaby 

populations will be managed in future.  

The Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) has engaged Landcare Research to re-

view the current knowledge of wallaby distribution, the types of habitats they occu-

py, their environmental and economic impacts, and the estimated rate at which 

Bennettôs and dama wallabies are spreading. From this information, the future 

rates of spread and likely distributions of the mainland wallaby species will be pre-

dicted and their likely future impacts assessed. The review will also include a cost/

benefit analysis of managing wallaby populations to prevent further spread com-

pared to doing nothing. 

Overseeing the project is a steering committee comprising representatives from 

MPI, Environment Canterbury (ECan) and the Otago, Waikato and Bay of Plenty 

Regional Councils, whose territories cover the areas where wallabies currently 

occur. 

Chairperson Graham Sullivan, from Ecan, says the review is complicated by such 

factors as wallabies being spread by human intervention in addition to the natural 

increase and spread of existing populations. 

ñItôs been important to thoroughly understand the situation and be clear about any 

assumptions that have to be made when predicting future scenarios. The objective 

is to develop a business case, based on cost benefits, which will guide future man-

agement including the best time for intervention. 

ñWeôre also hoping the review will identify gaps in knowledge and technology, which 

we can then plan to address. For instance, weôre likely to need new and improved 

surveillance and control tools to tackle the potential spread of wallabies at very 

low densities over inaccessible, large-scale mountain areas, which would be ex-

tremely difficult to do with current tools.  

Future management decisions will also involve a decision on the current 

óunwanted organismô status of wallaby in New Zealand, which has been extended 

to September 2016, pending completion of the review.  

The Landcare Research report is due for completion by the end of August 2015.  

Pest Detective  

Gaps in the clue images are 

gradually being filled and 

poorer quality ones replaced 

as people send in their imag-

es via the online submission 

form.  

The range of tracking paper 

examples, in particular, has 

increased to cover mice, rats, 

possum, hedgehog, cat, wea-

sel, stoat and ferret. 

Some of the new images are 

coming in via requests for 

help with identification. 

Jon Anda (otherwise known 

as Johhny Prepper and the 

Weka called Jeffery III on 

Facebook)  asked for help to 

identify what was digging 

holes in and under rotting pine 

stumps at his place near 

Motueka. We identified the 

culprit as being Norway  rat 

and, as we had no illustration 

of Norway rat burrows, Jon 

was kind enough to let us use 

the image below.   

Note: a technical problem 

on the Pest Detective website 

arose back in April, which 

meant that online email  

enquiries were not being 

properly notified. The problem 

has now been fixed but it you 

sent an email and received no 

reply, our apologies and 

please try again.  
Recent sightings of Bennett’s wallabies south of the Waitaki River are causing 
concern that the long-established population around Waimate in South Canterbury 
could spread into north Otago, resulting in serious potential impacts and manage-
ment problems.  
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Australia declares 
war on cats 

Feral cats are a recognised as 

being a major problem preda-

tor  in Australia – so much so, 

that the federal government is 

committing substantial re-

sources to addressing the 

problem.  

Australiaôs  recently launched 

Threatened Species Strategy  

aims to cull 2 million feral 

cats, create cat-free islands 

and enclosures, implement 

feral cat management over 

large areas and develop 

specific control tools against 

feral cats including poisons, 

new methods of delivering 

poisons, and grooming traps.  

Indirect methods are also on 

the list, including reducing 

rabbit populations in arid 

areas (found to result in pred-

ator population decline) and, 

even researching the potential 

to train vulnerable native spe-

cies to learn óanti-predatorô 

behaviours.  

More information: 

The war on feral cats 

Threatened Species Summit 
(Australia) 

Zero Invasive Predators (ZIP) 
A research and development company is pioneering a new approach to predator 

management: the óremove and defendô strategy. 

Zero Invasive Predators (ZIP) Ltd was established at the end of last year to trans-

form the way invasive predators are managed on mainland New Zealand. It is a 

partnership between the NEXT Foundation, the Department of Conservation, the 

dairy industry, and philanthropists Gareth Morgan and Sam Morgan. ZIP is a re-

sponse to DOCôs dire warnings that mainland extinctions of species such as kiwi 

is highly probable without better ways to control predators.  

Remove and Defend 
The óremove and defendô approach is aimed at removing rats, stoats and possums 

from large areas of New Zealand and then defending those areas from reinvasion. 

The approach is likely to be best suited to land areas such as large peninsulas, 

where the narrow neck of the peninsula and water make it is easier to establish 

barrier defence systems. 

Three major work streams are planned to improve: 

¶ ways to defend predator-free areas by refining the 'barrier' system, where-

by various methods are used to prevent predators from crossing a given 

line; 

¶ the ability to detect very low numbers of predators when they breach a 

barrier system; and  

¶ combine the improved removal and detection techniques to prevent preda-

tor populations re-establishing. 

Getting started 
ZIP will work in collaboration with researchers and engineers to develop new anti-

predator tools, including traps, toxins, long-life lures and automated monitoring.  

Innovative use of existing control tools will also be investigated, to get the most 

out of existing technologies. 

A development site has been established at Bottle Rock Peninsula, in the Marl-

borough Sounds, where the effectiveness of current predator control tools in a 

óbarrierô system are being tested. New prototype technologies will also be tested 

there as they are developed. 

Find out more: 

About ZIP 

Next Foundation support of the ZIP project 

Bottle Rock peninsula (arrowed) , near the mouth of Queen Charlotte Sound.  
Image: Topomap.co.nz Photograph: by Rex Williams 

https://theconversation.com/the-war-on-feral-cats-will-need-many-different-weapons-44979
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/commissioner/threatened-species-summit
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/commissioner/threatened-species-summit
http://zip.org.nz/index.html
http://www.nextfoundation.org.nz/news/predator-free-nz

