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NPCA provides a forum for  agencies 

and stakeholders  involved in verte-

brate pest control to co-operatively 

address industry issues, share infor-

mation, develop best practice and 

promote training / professional devel-

opment.  

Any individual or organisation  en-

gaged in the vertebrate pest control 

industry is eligible for membership. 

The NPCA is run by a management 

committee of six people and a Nation-

al Co-ordinator. 

Management committee:  

Brent Rohloff (Chairperson), TBfree 

New Zealand 

Steve Ellis, Local Government New 

Zealand 

Bruce Warburton, Landcare  

  Research 

Martin Brenstrum, Contractor 

Sherman Smith, Ministry for  

  Primary Industries 

Nick Poutu, Department of  

  Conservation 

National Coordinator:  

    Maurice Kennedy 

Editorial 

The value of  
co-operation  

The óPredator Free New Zealandô campaign (see p. 5) 

is gaining traction in promoting public awareness of the 

need for predator control and on-the-ground action.  

It is a good example of what can be achieved through 

co-operation – in this case, the joint efforts between the Department of Conser-

vation, Landcare Research, the Morgan Foundation and OSPRI NZ.  

More than ever, the need for inter-agency co-operation in our animal pest con-

trol sector is needed to align our efforts and ensure that the available funding 

and resources (whether public or private) are used as efficiently as possible.  

An excellent example of multiple agency co-operation is Project Aorangi in the 

lower North Island, which was launched in November 2011. The 10-year pro-

ject, involving TBfree New Zealand, the Department of Conservation, Greater 

Wellington Regional Council and the community Aorangi Restoration Trust, 

aims to reduce possums, stoats and rats over 30,000 hectares of Aorangi For-

est Park and surrounding farmland. 

In the Catlins area of Otago, DOC and TBfree NZ combined to complete a 

1080 aerial operation last year with the double aim of controlling TB vectors 

and protecting the endangered mohua (yellowhead) from rat predation.  These 

two organisations will again co-operate this winter in the north and west of the 

South Island where synergies between the Battle for Our Birds project (see 

page 4) and the planned TBfree programme point clearly towards collabora-

tion. 

These types of projects not only create efficiencies and save tax payersô dol-

lars; they also create wide-ranging relationships and build trust between public 

agencies, private businesses and community groups that will be a foundation 

for the future.   

NPCA has, of course, been geared towards promoting co-operation in our in-

dustry for many years, with a particular emphasis on knowledge sharing and 

best practice. It is heartening to see the Predator Free New Zealand campaign 

which, while ambitious, is also succeeding in getting the word out there and 

motivating people to get involved and work together towards our common goal.  

Brent Rohloff 

NPCA Chairperson 
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NETS 2014: óLike No Otherô 

Registrations are now open for this 

yearôs NETS2014 – the combined 

National Pest Control Agencies / NZ 

Biosecurity Institute's  National 

Education and Training Seminar.  

The seminar, which be held in New 

Plymouth, will be the culmination of a 

month of nationwide activities taking 

place during the NZBI-sponsored Bi-

osecurity Month (see opposite). 

The organising committee, chaired by 

Steve Ellis from the Taranaki Regional 

Council, who is also on the NPCA 

management committee, has ar-

ranged a stimulating programme 

based on the wide variety of abstracts 

submitted. Presenters and delegates 

alike will be invited to explore this 

yearôs theme, ñLike No Otherò.  

The presentations will cover plant, 

animal and marine control operations 

and research in parallel sessions.  

Vertebrate pest content 

Amongst the topics covered will be: 

¶  talks on the use of cameras for 

monitoring,  

¶ updates on toxins,  

¶ trapping devices and techniques,   

¶ update on the proposed Animal 

Welfare Amendment Bill , 

¶ monitoring techniques and results, 

¶ landowner engagement in pest 

control. 

Field trips will include: 

* Rotokare Scenic Reserve:  a 

stunning 230ha forested hill coun-

try catchment with extensive wet-

lands and a 17.8ha natural lake. 

The mature tawa, rewarewa and 

mahoe dominated forest is home 

to tui, bellbird, keruru, grey war-

bler, and North Island robin, 

among others. The lake edge habi-

tat of raupo, flax, and pukatea/

kahikatea swamp forest is home to 

notable fauna such as fernbird, 

spotless crake, while eels and 

banded kokopu inhabit the streams 

and lake. The local community 

trust raised funds for a pest proof 

fence enabling the area to be a 

kiwi crèche. They have set up a 

conservation education pro-

gramme that recently celebrated its 

5000th student.  

* Coastal Taranaki:  a visit to Wai-

kirikiri lagoon, an ephemeral wet-

land and home to NZ and Banded 

Dotterel. Under a Taranaki Region-

al Council (TRC) biodiversity plan 

for the area, the council and the 

community undertake pest control 

and revegetation. Bring your boots 

to this one as the organisers have 

set aside some seedlings for mem-

bers to plant. On the way, will be a 

look at the councilôs Self Help pos-

sum control programme and ongo-

ing pest control operations at 

Pukeiti, a council-owned and na-

tionally recognised garden and rain 

forest beside Egmont National 

Park. 

* Egmont National Park: DOC 

staff will discuss the kiwi and blue 

duck programmes and the longest 

running goat control programme in 

the country. Visitors will have a 

chance to walk some of the short 

trails from the visitor centre or wan-

der through the displays. This is 

the main gate way to New Zea-

landôs second oldest national park. 

* A Biosecurity Incursion simula-

tion: based out of the Taranaki 

Emergency Management Office 

and run by Asure Quality, this will 

be an opportunity for participants 

to  manage an incursion at first 

hand – excellent for all National 

Biosecurity Capability Network 

people.  

* And, of course: donôt miss the 

annual shooting competition! 

  

NETS 2014  

When: 30 July - 1 August 2014 

Where: Devon Hotel, 

390 Devon Street East 

New Plymouth. 

Register now 

For registrations brochure and 

online  registration form go to:  

http://biosecurity.org.nz/nets/next-

nets/  

Waikirikiri lagoon 
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Biosecurity 
Month: - July 
The NZ Biosecurity Institute 

is planning to re-launch Bi-

osecurity Month in July to 

raise awareness of the broad 

scope and importance of all 

sectors of biosecurity work.  

Biosecurity Month was very low 

key in 2013, due to major re-

structurings affecting the indus-

try, such as those in DOC and 

MPI.  

According to NZBI President, 

Rebecca Kemp, public aware-

ness and understanding of the 

term óbiosecurityô has dimin-

ished and, so, an awareness 

campaign is much needed, 

after a ógapô year in 2013 when 

Biosecurity month did not hap-

pen due to the major organisa-

tional changes that were hap-

pening in the industry.  

The Institute will be encourag-

ing members and organisations 

involved in all sectors of biose-

curity work around New Zea-

land to engage in the July pro-

motion by putting out infor-

mation and raising the public 

profile of all biosecurity activi-

ties.  

More information and a promo-

tional banner (that can be add-

ed to emails, for instance) is 

being prepared: watch the NZBI 

website.  

Background 

Pest Management qualifications have 

been undergoing review as part of a 

government-led review of qualifications 

to ensure that industry and community 

training needs are being met. The pest 

management qualifications encompass 

the pest control, compliance and moni-

toring, biosecurity and urban pest 

management industries.   

A working group has been involved with 

the review since 2012, representing 

local government, OSPRI New Zea-

land, DOC, contractors and urban pest 

specialists. 

Stage 1: Review and pre-approval 

A needs analysis was carried out  first 

to identify the industryôs training re-

quirements and examine the roles and 

skills the qualifications would be re-

quired to deliver, now and in the future. 

The proposed qualifications were then 

submitted to NZQA for ópre-approvalô  

checking that all significant stakehold-

ers had had the opportunity to partici-

pate and that the qualifications would 

meet the identified requirements.  

Stage 2: Development and Listing 

After the qualifications were pre-

approved, the working group worked to 

finalise the details. After several 

rounds of feedback, the qualifications 

were signed off within the industry and 

have been submitted to NZQA for 

approval and listing on the New Zea-

land Qualifications Framework.  

The qualifications 

As the qualification map below shows, 

the qualifications are split into three 

main levels designed to progress staff 

from a field operator to planning and 

organising operations. The Level 2 

qualification has been designed to 

cover OSPRI contractors but will also 

feed into the Level 3 qualification in 

terms of health and safety, quad bike 

use and general farm practices etc. 

Once NZQA lists the qualifications on the 

framework, the trainee learning and 

assessment programmes will be devel-

oped.  This stage will involve further 

consultation about the best training 

and assessment arrangements, as well 

as the development of resources and 

unit standards that are relevant and fit-

for-purpose for trainees.  

The working group has already con-

tacted some researchers and practi-

tioners but will, over the next few 

months, be approaching key industry 

leaders with specific skills to assist in 

developing the content of the learning 

modules.  

The Primary ITO (Industry Training 

Organisation) is aiming to develop 

programmes leading towards the Level 

3 qualification in 2014 and the Level 4 

qualification in 2015. 

Pest Management Qualifications 

Pest management qualification map 
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Battle for Our Birds 
The Department of Conservation (DOC) is poised to undertake its largest single series of pest control operations 

should the predicted exceptionally heavy mast year occur, following prolific beech tree flowering last spring. It's 

'Battle for Our Birds' will be launched, should pest animal populations soar, as predicted, to levels that will serious-

ly threaten endangered species.  

Monitoring of seed on beech trees from 

north-west Nelson to Fiordland indicates 

a potential seed fall that will result in a 

plague of rats and stoats in a number of 

places. Rat index monitoring using near-

ly 6,000 tracking tunnels confirms this: in 

Lewis Pass alone, the presence of rats 

in 20% of the tracking tunnels is cause 

for concern. 

Doing nothing is not an option for DOC, 

given the serious threat. In the South 

Island, 23 pest control operations, cov-

ering approximately 700,000 ha of 

beech forest, are planned for the com-

ing late winter and spring. If the beech 

mast does not reach the intensity set to 

trigger these operations, four operations 

to supplement the normal control pro-

gramme are planned as a contingency.  

Preparing for these operations has 

been a major logistics exercise, neces-

sitating much co-ordination of DOC's 

operational staff together with experi-

enced external contractors who will run 

some of the operations. Arrangements 

are being made for the supply, 

transport and storage of the large bait 

quantities required, tenders have been 

called for helicopter and fixed wing 

aircraft for bait sowing., and additional 

or amended consents are being ob-

tained. 

The Iris Burn operation in Fiordland is 

likely to be the first, in July or August, 

depending on the weather.  

The greatest threat to diminishing 

species is in the South Island but in the 

North island priority pest control will be 

carried out as part of normal opera-

tions.  

For more information visit: 

www.doc.govt.nz/battleforourbirds 

 

ƶ Ranger Joris Tinnemans shooting branch-
es of beech to shake seed loose in order 
to assess the scale of the potential seed 
fall. 
Photo: Fiona Oliphant, courtesy DOC 

 
 
 
ƹ The map of South Island operational areas 
is indicative and may be subject to revi-
sion subject to continued monitoring of 
beech seed fall and rat numbers.  
Map courtesy DOC 

Regular DOC pest control 

Planned beech mast response 

Public conservation land 

Battle for Our Birds, Planned Pest Control 2014 –2015, South Island 
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NPCA Management Committee changes 
NPCA welcomes Nick Poutu and Steve Ellis to the Management Committee and thanks their predeces-

sors,  DOC representative Euan Kennedy and Local Government representative Bill Martyn (see next 

page) for their contributions. Brent Rohloff , who has been the TBFree NZ representative for several 

years, is the new Chairperson. 

Steve Ellis 

Steve began work as a possum control field operator in 1992, shortly after the 

commencement of Taranakiôs óSelf Helpô possum control programme. His field 

experience includes roles in both control and monitoring.  

Later, Steveôs role included managing contracts and leading a team of officers co-

ordinate the growth of the self help programme to include over 4000 properties 

across Taranakiôs ring plain. In 2007 he was appointed the Pest Animal Manager 

and then Biosecurity Manager when the plant and animal teams merged. Steveôs 

current role of Environment Services Manager covers all aspects of Taranakiôs 

pest management programmes and its site-led biodiversity protection programme.  

Steve is currently the central branch chairman of the New Zealand Biosecurity 

Institute, NPCAôs partner organisation in annual NETS seminars, and represents 

Local Government on the national review of pest management qualifications.    

Steveôs roles with both plant and animal pest control at various levels of local gov-

ernment brings a good mix of skills to the committee. 

Nick Poutu 

Nick is a Technical Advisor in the Department of Conservation, specialising in ani-

mal pest control.  

In his present role he is located in the Central North Island Region and provides 

assistance to support animal pest operations both regionally and nationally. He 

has worked for DOC, based in Turangi, since 2006 on aspects of animal pest 

management including methodology, strategic and operational planning, pesticide 

use, and providing direct support to operational staff.  

Nick completed his MSc, investigating the ecology of possums, in 2000. His career 

in the pest control industry began as a technician at Landcare Research, where he 

worked for six years in a predominantly field-based role, investigating mammalian 

pest ecology, control methods, bovine Tb transmission and animal welfare.  

Predator Free New Zealand 

The Predator Free New Zealand Trust aims to maximise the efficiency of 

predator management projects, large and small, that operate throughout the 

country.  

It sees itself serving as a communications centre to promote the overall 

cause, including investigating the economic, social and environmental value of 

large scale pest control activities to New Zealand. 

To find out more see: http://predatorfreenz.org/  



 

NPCA Newsletter May 2014, Issue No 31 

6 

Bill Martyn looks back and ahead 

A varied career 

Billôs career to date has been mainly 

split between pest management and 

forestry, including sawmilling and solid 

wood processing. His rural, land-based 

career began in Mossburn, the South-

land agricultural service town where he 

grew up in a family involved in agricul-

tural contracting.  

He first worked in pest management, 

for two years around 1976, as a field 

operator for the Mid-Southland Pest 

Destruction Board and during this time 

worked on one of the very early Tb 

jobs in the Hokonui Hills. He returned 

to pest management again around 

1980, working for the Marlborough 

Pest Destruction Board, based in the 

Awatere Valley and then Seddon. He 

became a trainee in Peter Nelsonôs 

Agricultural Pest Destruction Council 

(APDC) trainee scheme and, while still 

a trainee, moved to Alexandra to take 

up a role as Training Officer and Lead-

ing Hand. After qualifying, Bill became 

Area Foreman and 2IC with the Kai-

koura Pest Destruction Board. 

The imminent demise of pest destruc-

tion boards around 1988 saw Bill take 

up various roles outside the sector, 

including as operations manager in a 

large horticultural business, operating 

a roadside mowing contracting busi-

ness and purchasing and running a 

sawmill and pallet making business.  

Bill says he gained an understanding 

of the private sector during this period, 

which has proved invaluable since he 

returned to pest management in 1994, 

working once again in the public sec-

tor. From Masterton-based roles with 

the Greater Wellington Regional Coun-

cil as an animal pest Biosecurity Of-

ficer and then supervisor in the Tb 

programme, he moved to Taumarunui 

as a pest management co-ordinator 

with the Horizons Regional Council. 

Since then, within Horizons, he has 

been an area manager, business man-

ager and is currently Manager of Bi-

osecurity and Habitat Protection, now 

living in Palmerston North. 

ñThere was a lot of moving and shifting 

a young family but that was how you 

built a career in those days,ò Bill re-

calls. ñIf you were offered an opportuni-

ty, you took it as chances didnôt come 

round too often.  

ñWhen my wife Val and I look back we 

feel privileged to have seen and expe-

rienced so much of New Zealand and 

met so many good people. I wouldnôt 

change a thing.ò 

The role of NPCA  

Bill is very proud of NPCAôs achieve-

ments in recent years, including the 

broadening of its services to cover a 

full suite of vertebrate pests, its high 

level of industry credibility and its 

recognition as the national authority on 

best practice in the sector, cemented 

by the NPCA-led aerial 1080 guide-

lines. 

Bill Martyn stood down from the NPCA Management Committee at the end 

of last year after nearly seven years as the Local Government representa-

tive, including four years as NPCA Chairperson.  

He brought to the committee, valuable practical experience from a varied, 

rural-based career in both the private and public sectors. As Chairperson, 

he worked hard to advocate for vertebrate pest control in a period of con-

siderable (and continuing) change in public agency organisation, funding 

and policy.  

Thanks, Bill, for your contribution to NPCA. 

ƹ Bill Martyn, recharging an oat jenny 
with cooked oats towed behind 
landrover, Alexandra, circa 1984. 

 
Ƹ Landrovers lined up for early morn-
ing loading of oat baits at the oat 
cooker, Alexandra, circa 1984. 
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Review shows 1080 rules are working well  
In December 2013, the Environmental Protection Authority published a five-year review of 1080 operations, which 

showed that the new rules are working as intended, so there are no plans to reassess 1080 again.   

Overall the review showed: 

¶ there are now fewer complaints about 1080 operations;  

¶ the number of rule breach ñincidentsò had declined since 2010;  

¶ in more than 500 monitoring samples,1080 was detected in only 2%, at 

concentrations far below levels set to protect human health, had never 

been detected in drinking water catchments; 

¶ the number of operations had declined as part of the normal long-term 

cycle of pest control; 

¶ the amount of 1080 used in aerial operations declined between 2008 and 

2010 and has remained relatively constant since; 

¶ the total land coverage by aerial 1080 applications had fluctuated.  

The full review is available on the EPA website, together with past annual reports 

on aerial 1080 use. 

At work on aerial 1080 job for Greater Wellington Regional Council, early 1990ôs.  

ñThat position comes from having a very 

strong and dedicated committee who 

really care about the industry and its 

reputation. They are well supported by 

the NPCA National Co-ordinator, Mau-

rice Kennedy, and the various contrac-

tors and support crew.  

ñI owe Maurice a big thank you for his 

patience and guidance to me, as a nov-

ice chairman, in the procedural matters 

of which he is a true master.  Iôm also 

very grateful to Horizonsô management 

for its encouragement and tolerance of 

my involvement and to my team who 

have covered for me during the busy 

periods.ò 

ñI think NPCA has a strong future I en-

joyed every minute I spent on commit-

tee. If the MPI pest management toolbox 

is to go ahead, then NPCA in my view is 

ideal to fill the role. It is an excellent tried 

and proven model that would function 

well from day one, it is in good hands 

and has the ability to expand as need-

ed.ò 

And the future? 

Looking at the industry overall, Bill is 

worried about leadership. Looking back 

to his early career, he points to the  

great mentors and leaders who had 

worked their way up at that time –  peo-

ple like Jim Hall, Len McKenna, Les 

Battersby and Ray Clarey to name a 

few. Peter Nelson, too, was a very 

strong, if controversial, leader in the 

industry who championed best prac-

tice and training tirelessly.  

ñIn my view, Peterôs work in nurturing 

future leaders hasnôt been maintained. 

There are a few excellent leaders 

currently, but not enough. Too often, 

these days, I think we confuse good 

project managers with good leaders. 

Leaders need to know the work and 

people doing it well. They know when 

to step in and give someone who 

might be struggling a helping hand 

and, conversely, when to step back and 

allow some freedom to develop. These 

people represent succession of leader-

ship and professionalism, ensuring that 

best practice and constant improve-

ment are maintained.ò  
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Pest management research earns science award 
A multi-disciplinary Landcare Research team has received the prestigious New Zealand Association of Scien-

tists' (NZAS) 2013 Shorland Medal in recognition of its animal pest research.  

The annual NZAS awards celebrate 

fundamental science and encourage 

public appreciation of scientific objec-

tives, methods and achievements.  

The Shorland Medal is awarded to 

recognise the major and continued 

contribution to basic or applied re-

search that has added significantly to 

scientific understanding or resulted in 

significant benefits to society.  

It was awarded to Dr Graham Nugent 

and his team, including Bruce War-

burton, Penny Fisher, Dave Morgan 

and Peter Sweetapple.  

The NZAS citation follows. 

2013 Shorland Medal recipients, (left to right):  Penny Fisher, Bruce Warburton, Peter Sweetapple, Dr Graham Nugent and Dave 
Morgan.  Bruce Warburton is one of the two elected representatives on NPCAôs  Management Committee.  Photo: Copyright É 
Landcare Research 
  

ñThe 2013 Shorland Medal is awarded to Graham Nugent and a team of wildlife 

ecology and management researchers from Landcare Research, in recogni-

tion of their outstanding leadership and prolonged contribution through re-

search to resolve the major environmental and economic problems in New 

Zealand caused by introduced mammal pests, particularly possums.  

The teamôs skill base spans wildlife ecology, the eco-epidemiology of bovine 

tuberculosis (TB), computer modelling, animal physiology and behaviour, 

toxicology, animal welfare and product development.  

Their research had clarified the role of various pest species as TB vectors 

and as threats to native biodiversity; helped develop new strategies for local 

elimination of pest and pest and disease freedom; helped substantially re-

duce the environmental, non-target, and animal welfare risks caused by pest 

management; and significantly improved approaches to measuring benefits 

and outcomes. This work has contributed greatly to the progressive develop-

ment of a much more cost effective, but also more sustainable and socially 

acceptable, suite of pest-management strategies and tools. Underpinning 

this are their 57 journal publications since 2009 – widely cited nationally and 

internationally.  

The benefits have been an efficient possum control industry, major reduc-

tions in agricultural production losses from TB, increased protection of native 

plants and animals, and recognition of New Zealand as global leader in 

vertebrate pest control.ò 
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Animal test-
ing hits the 
headlines 
Recent statements by the 

Prime Minister, John Key, in 

relation to animal testing of 

ósynthetic-highô products has 

brought animal testing in gen-

eral  into the headlines, includ-

ing statistics about the num-

bers of animals involved in the 

testing of pest animal control 

techniques. 

Always a contentious issue, 

members  may encounter 

questions about this in coming 

months. Some useful infor-

mation sources include:  

NPCA Publication B1: Legis-

lation Guide: User guide to 

legislation relating to terrestrial 

pest control (under review for 

updating) 

Animal welfare section of the 

MPI website: http://

www.biosecurity.govt.nz/regs/

animal-welfare. This includes 

information on the regulatory 

requirements for using animals 

in research, testing and teach-

ing. 

Landcare Research website 

section on welfare performance 

of animal traps: http://

www.landcareresearch.co.nz/

science/plants-animals-fungi/

animals/vertebrate-pests/traps 

 Note: a Bill to amend the 

Animal Welfare Act  is being 

considered by Parliament at 

the moment.  At the NETS2014 

seminar (see page 2)  Kate 

Littin, from the Ministry for Pri-

mary Industries, will give an 

update on the Animal Welfare 

Amendment Bill, covering the 

proposed changes and what 

they will mean for NPCA mem-

bers, stakeholders and others 

involved in pest management.   

  

Trap gift earns 'Wellingtonian of 
the Year' Award 

Philip Waddington, who will be known 

to many NPCA members for his pred-

ator trap designs, was the winner of 

the Environment Category of the 

Wellingtonian of the Year 2013 

awards.  

A long-time conservationist, the 

award particularly recognised his 

contribution to the kiwi and other 

birdlife recovery programmes nation-

wide through the donation of his 

humane stoat trap design to the De-

partment of Conservation.  

Phil was motivated to design the stoat 

trap after he bought 57 ha of bush in 

Stokes Valley to protect it. He soon 

realised that, in order to protect the 

birdlife, he needed an effective way to 

get rid of rats and stoats from the 

property. 

The mechanism for his stoat strap 

was the result. Since then, he has 

worked in collaboration with DOC in 

refining and designing the DOC 150, 

DOC 200 and DOC 250 traps, which 

variously target and humanely kill 

stoats, rats, hedgehogs and ferrets. 

In 2004 the DOC series of traps won 

the technology section of the Bearing 

Point Awards for Innovation.  

More recently, Phil has been working 

with DOC to develop a new possum 

trap, the 'trapinator', which has passed 

humane kill standards. A prototype of a 

non-bait-reliant rat trap is also under 

development.  

In addition to his technical design skills, 

Phil, who is a successful artist, has 

also produced the line drawings that 

illustrate the 'how to' guides on the use 

of the DOC series traps.  

Phil Waddington accepts his award. 

Philôs brainchild: the stoat trap mechanism 
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Pest sign recognition project 

NPCAôs online pest sign recognition project is well underway, with the assistance of Lottery Board funding 

awarded last year.    

A dedicated website, which will be called óPest Detectiveô, is being developed as a search tool to assist people 

recognise animal sign in the field. To maximise its usefulness to a range of users, it will be accessible on mobile 

devices and content will be printable. It is largely built now and functionality testing is about to begin, while the con-

tent is being prepared and peer reviewed.  

The project is on track for launching the website in October 2014.   

NPCA projects update 
Good progress is being made a number of the initiatives in NPCAôs current project programme.  In addition to the 

two updates below, a review of NPCAôs best practice projects is underway, aimed at keeping them up-to-date with 

statutory and public agency administrative changes and assessing where technical updates are needed to reflect 

new research and development.    

Rural machine hygiene guideline launched 

Present at the launch were (left to right) NPCA National Co-ordinator Maurice Ken-
nedy, Federated Farmers vice-President Dr William Rolleston, NPCA Chairman Bill 
Martyn, Ministry for Primary Industries Senior Advisor Sherman Smith, Federated 
Farmers General Manager Policy and Advocacy Mark Ross, and Federated Farmers 
CEO Conor English. 

contain the spread of pests and 

weeds through the countryside. 

So far more the 750 copies of the book

-let have gone out to a range of agen-

cies and further orders are invited. 

NPCAôs former chairperson, Bill 

Martyn, welcomed the collaboration 

between NPCA and Local Govern-

ment New Zealand, Rural Contractors 

NPCA's latest publication, Keep it 

Clean, Machinery Hygiene Guide-

lines and Logbook, was launched at 

Federated Farmers headquarters in 

Wellington last November.  

The booklet is both a guideline and 

logbook produced to assist anyone 

using machinery in rural areas to keep 

their machines clean and keep records 

of clean-downs so as to prevent or 

New Zealand, the Ministry for Primary 

Industries and Federated Farmers in 

developing the 'Keep it Clean' guide. 

ñWe see this very much as stage one 

of a longer process.  We want to see 

the adoption of standards by contrac-

tors being rewarded and that there is 

some real meaning and added value 

to the contractors and those who em-

ploy them. 

"Since many pest organisms currently 

occupy only a tiny fraction of their 

potential range, it is incumbent upon 

farmers and contractors to be aware 

that they have an important role to 

play. 

ñ'Keep it Clean' is another tool in the 

pathway management of pest and 

unwanted organisms and in the devel-

opment of biosecurity at the farm gate 

as a concept." 

'Keep it Clean' can be previewed and 

ordered on NPCAôs website ($7.50 

including GST). 


